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(54) CHARGING METHOD FOR IMAGE DATA BASE 

(57) Abstract 

PURPOSE: To charge a resonable tariff by charging the 
tariff corresponding to the quality of an image to a 
user after a system provides the image corresponding to 
a quality level. 

CONSTITUTION: When a log-on request 11 is received, an 
information user name and a password are checked and 
when they are coincident, log-on confirmation is 
transferred to a terminal A. When a retrieval request 
(condition) 13 is received, the number of images 
designated by retrieval conditions is counted, and the 
number is transferred to the terminal A. When a 
low-quality image request 15 is received, high-quality 
images 18 are are successively compressed to 
correspondent low-quality images 16 and transferred to 
the terminal A. When a high-qual'ity image request 17 is 
received, the correspondent images 18 are successively 
transferred to the terminal A. Finally, the tariff of 
the images is added to the charging meter of the 
information user. Thus, the tariff corresponding to the 
quality of images can be charged to the user. 
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